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Many people 
get the terms "re­

ligion" and "sal­

vation" confused . 

It's easy to under­
stand why -- one 

looks so much 

like the other on 

the surface. tv1ay 

r share just four 

differences be­

tween the two? I 

hope you will 
take a serious in­

ventory of your­

self because it can 
make a 11 the dif­

ference in the 

world. 

Religion empha­
sises "DO" while 

salvation emphasises "DONE". You 

can find many good religions that 

emphasise good works, moralliv­

ing, rituals, etc. There is nothing 

inherently wrong with these things 

-- God knows we could use a lot 

more moral people But such out­

ward deeds are man's futile efforts 

to' make himself acceptable to God 
The Bible tells us that even our 

righteousness looks like a filthy rag 
in His Sight, so NO ONE can make 

himself acceptable to God through 

his / her own efforts. -YVe can be 

saved only when we realise that 

Christ already DID what was re­

quired for us. He lived the perfect 

life we cannot possibly Iive. He ful­

filled God's requirements. vVhen 

He said "It is finished" on the cross, 

He spoke of the fact that all that 
was needed for our salvation was 

DONE. Nothing else we can do is 

needed, indeed it is not even ac ­

ceptable. Once a person chooses to 

accept what Christ has DONE, 

changes towards such qualities as 



goodness, humility, patience, love 
w-ill be evident in their life. But it 

is not these quali ties that will ca use 

the person to be heaven-bound; it 
is what Christ has DONE. 

Religion emphasises "BE" while sal­

vation emphasises "BEEN." Be a 
good person, be a church member, 

be confirmed, be baptised. What 

matters most to God is what we 
have BEE~, not what we are trying 
to BE. Without Christ, we have al­

ready BEEN condemned (John 

3:18). It is not that we will be con­

demned some day if we end up be­

ing more bad than good. When vve 

receive Christ, the Bible tells us we 

have BEEN justified. The relation­
ship with Christ is a done deal. It 

cannot be reneged, undone, or im­

proved upon by anything we try to 
be or do. 

Religion speaks of GETTING. Sal­

vation speaks of RECEIVING . 

Some well-meaning people think a 

person has to 

GET a certain 

feeling or emo­
tion inside be­

fore he I she is 

saved. Though 

emotions may 

playa role in 

our relationship 
with God, they 

do not deter­
mine whether 

or not we have 

that relation­

ship. John 1:12 
tells us that sal­

vation is RE­

CEIVING. Man 

can produce 

emotional re­

sponses, but he 
cannot generate 

salvation of his 

soul through 

any emotion or 
feeling. Feel­

ings and emo-
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